[Methods for analyzing the frequency, prevalence and the duration of asymptomatic carriage of Neisseria meningitidis. Longitudinal study of a school population in Belgium].
In Belgium, during an outbreak of meningococcal disease mainly due to serogroup B, serotype 2 meningococcus, a prospective study of asymptomatic carriage was undertaken in two primary schools. From march 1975 to may 1976, 361 schoolchildren aged 3 to 14 years were surveyed. The result of nasopharyngeal cultures were adjusted to compensate the lack of sensitivity and specificity of the identification techniques. The hypotheses on which the adjustment rules are based were statistically validated. The mean prevalence of meningococcal carriage was 23 p. 100, the incidence rate was 0.02 acquisition for month and for person. The median duration of carriage was estimated at 9.4 months, and the mean duration at 13.6 months. For the first time, the expected relationship between prevalence, incidence, and duration was confirmed for meningococcal carriage.